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       Governor Timothy M. Kaine 
recently announced that Prince Ed-
ward County Public Schools was 
one of only 10 school divisions and 
276 schools to earn the Board of 
Education’s Competence to Excel-
lence Award. The award recognizes 
schools and divisions that have met 
all state and federal benchmarks 
for at least two consecutive years. 
It also recognizes schools that are 
making progress toward the Vir-
ginia Index of Performance  objec-
tives instrumental to the goals of 
Governor Kaine and the Board of 
Education.
      As a recipient of the award, the 
school division demonstrates the 
commitment of its educators in as-
sisting students to meet high stan-
dards of learning and achievement. 
     Our school division received a 
resolution of commendation from 
the Board of Education and aspires 
to earn the Governor’s Award for 
Educational Excellence, the high-

Division Earns State
Board of Education Award

      I would like to thank stu-
dents, staff, parents and commu-
nity members who have support-
ed and continue to support the 
success of Prince Edward County 
Public Schools.  Although, we are 
in the midst of tough economic 
times, Prince Edward County 
Public Schools are still commit-
ted to providing the best educa-
tion for our students.  With this 
in mind, our proposed 2009-2010 
budget represents a strong focus 
on programs to benefit students 
and staff through-out the school-
division.  With efforts on the part 
of the Board of Supervisors to 
maintain level funding, we will be 
able to weather this difficult year 
and still preserve the integrity of 
the classroom by maintaining low 
student-teacher ratios and well 
qualified staff to carryout our 
mission.
      Recently, our school-divi-
sion received the Virginia Board 
of Education’s Competence to 
Excellence Award.  This award 
signifies our continued commit-
ment to hard work and pursuit 
of excellence.
      As we look forward to the 
2009-2010 school year, we plan 
to continue expanding and 
enhancing our existing programs 
such as the Advanced Placement 
Program, Summer Academies, 
Foreign Language Programs, 
Algebra 8th Grade Initiative and 
Career and Technical Education 
Certification.
      As we move forward with the 
important work ahead of us, we 
will face many challenges and 
many opportunities.  Therefore, 
we ask for your support as we 
continue our quest for continu-
ous improvement.

Sincerely,
Patricia Watkins, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

A Message from the 
Superintendent

PECMS students, along with Acting Principal Lucy Carson and Assistant 
Principal Julia Britt, celebrate the Competence to Excellence Award. recog-
nizing that the division has met all required state and federal benchmarks for 
two years. (Photo: Caitlin O’Connor)

     Dr. Patricia Watkins, PECPS 
Division Superintendent, was hon-
ored by the Longwood University 
College of Education and Human 
Services Mar. 19,  as the recipient 
of the fourth annual “Professionals 
Who Made a Difference” Award. 
The award recognizes profession-
als who have made a difference in 
the areas of student learning, com-
munity involvement and closing 
the academic achievement gap.
     As Prince Edward’s Superin-
tendent since 2006, Dr. Watkins 
serves as the executive manager 
for a school district with 2,500 stu-
dents and a $31 million operating 
budget.  Under her leadership, all 
schools obtained full accreditation 
and new programs, including the 
AVID College Support program, 
the Freshmen Advisory Program 
and Advanced Placement classes 
have been implemented. She has 
also created community forums to 
engage parents and the community 
and developed Prince Edward’s 
Strategic Plan 2011.

PECPS Superintendent Dr. Patricia Watkins with Longwood Univeristy 
Dean Deneece Jones and Director of Professional Services Connie Ballard at 
the “Professionals Who Made a Difference” presentation ceremony (Photo: 
Gina Caldwell, Longwood University).

Longwood honors
Dr. Watkins

Competence to Excellence

est honor under the Virginia Index 
of Performance incentive program 
created by the Board of Education 
for demonstrating two years of 
consecutive improvement toward 
the Virginia Index of Performance.



      As any high school senior will 
tell you, the first months of second 
semester can make one weary with 
anticipation, as they await col-
lege acceptance letters.  However, 
two Prince Edward County High 
School seniors can ride out the se-
mester with elation after receiving 
the news that they have each beat-
en the odds and gained admission 
to the colleges of their dreams.
      Khiry Palmer recently received 
word that he has been accepted into 
the New York Conservatory for 
Dramatic Arts, School for Film and 
Television in New York City.  A 
few days later, Mark Campbell was 
notified that he has been awarded 
an appointment to the United States 
Naval Academy in Annapolis.  
      Both young men have earned 
highly coveted opportunities.  Kh-
iry was chosen from roughly 4,000 
students who auditioned; only 180 
were selected for admission.  Mark 
submitted his application to USNA 
along with over 11,000 others.  
Once he gained a nomination from 
former Fifth District Congressman 
Virgil Goode, he moved into a pool 
of approximately 4,000.  About 
1,200 receive appointments.
     Their dreams are divergent - 
Mark wants to serve his country as 
an officer in the Navy, while Khiry 

dreams of stardom - but achiev-
ing these dreams has been similar, 
because both boys have spent four 
years of high school preparing for 
the day those letters of acceptance 
arrived.  
     Ironically, Khiry has more of a 
military background in his resume 
than does Mark.  Palmer has spent 
four years in Air Force JROTC at 
Prince Edward, and has attained 
the highest rank possible as Ca-
det Commander.  But the acting 
bug bit in ninth grade, and Khiry 
spent his high school career nur-
turing his theatrical talent.  He 
has been a member of the PECHS 
Drama Team,  the Southside Dis-
trict Champions during his four 
years, making it to the state finals 
twice.  Khiry won district acting 
awards each year, along with two 
regional acting awards. In his se-
nior year, he was named one of the 
eight outstanding actors from all 
AA schools in the state. He has also 
gone to state level in Forensics and 
he has participated in the highly se-
lective Governor’s School for the 
Performing Arts in the summer of 
2007.  Khiry serves as president of 
the PECHS SCA, and is a member 
of the National Honor Society.    
     Likewise, Mark has worked hard 
for four years to get the chance to 
exercise his patriotism. He began 
his quest for admission to USNA 
many months ago.  The application 

is arduous, including securing the 
Congressional nomination, pass-
ing rigorous physical and medical 
exams, and submitting lengthy rec-
ommendations from teachers, along 
with personal statements and more.  
Mark feels privileged to have re-
ceived support from both a retired 
Admiral and a Navy Seal. Mark is 
also a member of NHS, and has 
maintained physical fitness, which 
will make life a little easier at the 
Academy, by participating in cross 
country, football, and soccer.   
      Both young men are humble 
when they speak of their accom-
plishments. 
     “It was a rigorous process,” said 
Campbell, “but I feel honored to 
have this opportunity.  I’m glad to 
serve my country as an officer in 

the Navy.”  
     Palmer voiced similar senti-
ments. “I realize that I am so 
blessed, because most people don’t 
get such an opportunity.”
     Khiry is the son of Denise Palm-
er.  Mark’s parents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Campbell, and the 
late Robin Campbell.
    It took dedication and hard work 
for these young men to get this 
far on the road to their respective 
dreams. To their perseverance and 
talent, add the benefits of a pres-
tigious education, and perhaps 
someday we’ll see Mark as an Ad-
miral, as Khiry steps on stage to re-
ceive his Oscar.  But now that they 
have their acceptance letters, these 
two can simply enjoy their last few 
months as PECHS seniors.

Seniors Mark Campbell, Khiry Palmer 
on the road to fulfilling their dreams

by Deborah Rush
PECHS English Teacher

Mark Campbell Khiry Palmer

NHS taps 35 PECHS students
The Prince Edward County High School chapter of the 
National Honor Society inducted 35 new members Feb. 26. 
The National Honor Society is based on principles of schol-
arship, leadership, character and service and is the largest 
high school honor society in the country.  PECHS chapter 
officers are Paige Oliver, president, Liz Chassey, vice-presi-
dent, Caitlin O’Connor, secretary, and Tocarro Robinson, 
historian. The chapter adviser is Mrs. Sarah Moore. In the 
front row are new NHS members Khiry Palmer, Wendy 
Cheng, Bradley Lowe, Melanie Faircloth, Courtney Gar-
rett, Cassie Bass, Chelsea Parent, Nitra Eastby, Mariah 
Monk; second row, Sana Khan, Abigail Bowman, Lydia 
Bass, Katisha Sargeant; third row, Casey Burns, Matthew 
Covington, Russell Lee, Alice Frye, Jessica Robinson, Bren-
da Richards, Aundrea Hicks, fourth row, Emily Stringfel-
low, Zach Ranson, Michael Marshall, Laura Sawyer, Bianca 
Watson, Danielle Dejarnette; back row, Normand Adams, 
Morgan Dixon, Davon Thompson, Amanda Favret, Jordan 
LaMon, Clint Thackston. Not pictured are Mary Nunnally 
and Amanda Neese.



Let’s give a big hand to . . . 
. . . the Geography 
Bee Winners

. . . the Spelling Bee 
Winners

    The district winner for the Na-
tional Geographic Geography Bee 
is Russell Chassey, a sixth grader 
at PECMS. Carter is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Chassey of 
Farmville.      Each year thousands 
of schools in the United States par-
ticipate in the National Geographic 
Bee. The contest is designed to 
encourage teachers to include ge-
ography in their classrooms, spark 
student interest in the subject, and 
increase public awareness about 
geography.
     Grade level winners were fourth 
graders Salonn Robertson, first 
place, and Joel Thomas and George 
Henderson, second place; fifth 
graders Isaiah Godfrey, first place,  
Harrison Stewart, second place, 
and Joshua Buczek, Connor Burke,               
Bailey Carkenord and John  Hen-
shaw, third place; and sixth grad-
ers Rebecca Decamp, first place, 
Russell Chassey, second place and 
James McCormick, third place.

. . . the PECMS 
advanced band

. . . the PECHS 
concert ensemble

   The district winner for the Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch regional  
spelling bee was West Bogese, a 
seventh grader at PECMS.  He is 
the son of Ms. Sallie McMullin 
and Mr.  Bruce Bogese. West cor-
rectly spelled “iguana” to win the 
competition. Because West had a 
prior commitment, seventh grader 
Jenna Bisaillon, the runner up, rep-
resented PECPS in Richmond Mar. 
14.  She is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Steven Bisaillon of Farmville. 
The Times-Dispatch bee is a part of 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee.
   Grade level winners were: fourth 
graders Brandon Scott, first place, 
Alexis Gayles, second place, and 
Joel Thomas, third place. Fifth 
grader winners were David Hice, 
first place, Emilee Cline, second 
place, and Bailey Carkenord, third 
place. Sixth grade winners were 
Jessica Taylor, first place, Patrick 
Weaver, second place, and Kasey 
Bigelow, third place. Seventh 
grade winners were Jenna Bisail-
lon, first place, Sarah Dunning, 
second place, and West Bogese, 
third place. Eighth grade winners 

. . . the Farmville Woman’s Club 
Literary Contest Winners 
    Pictured are elementary school winners Kait Hosmer, Grade 3 short story; 
Michelle Cheng, Grade 3 poetry; Sallie Vick, Grade 2 poetry; Mallory Cooper, 
Grade 1 poetry; Samantha Buczek, Grade 1 short story; and Ginny Rainey, Grade 
2 short story, with Mrs. Debra Mc Clintock, President of the Farmville Woman’s 
Club and Mrs. Barbara S. Brown, Principal of PECES. 
    High school winners in the short story category were Brenda Richards, first 
place, and Jayce Gaines, second place. 
    High school poetry winners were Amy Miller, first place, Casey Burns, second 
place, and Amanda Maskal, third place.

. . . the PECHS 
D.A.R. essay winner
   Junior Amanda Favret won the 
Christopher Columbus essay con-
test, sponsored by the Daughters of 
the American Revolution.

. . . the regional 
FBLA winners
     Thirty-two students from Prince 
Edward County High School’s Fu-
ture Business Leaders of America 
chapter competed at the Regional 
Leadership Conference held at 
Longwood University March 5.  
Students placed in 18 categories 
with 16 qualifying for state compe-
tition in Reston in April. 
      Winners included: Cliff Wolf, 
Accounting I, 3rd Place; McKen-
zie Brastow, Business Math, 2nd 
Place; Lamont Redd, Cyber Secu-
rity, 1st Place; Daniel Cook, Data-
base Design Application, 1st Place; 
Zach Ranson and Thomas Rund-
strom, Entrepreneurship, 1st Place; 
Andre Anderson, FBLA Principles 
and Procedures, 3rd Place;  Rebec-
ca Zeledon, Impromptu Speaking, 
2nd Place; Aritz Aldecoa, Introduc-
tion to Business, 2nd Place; Jenny 
Thomson, Introduction to Business 
Communications, 2nd Place; Hill-
ary Hudson, Introduction to Par-
liamentary Procedure, 2nd Place; 
Courtney Garrett, Job Interview, 
1st Place; Jesse Schrader, Bradley 
Lowe, Kylie Dyer, Management 
Decision Making, 3rd Place; Mar-
cia Jennings, Marketing, 1st Place; 
Mary Nunnally, Chelsea Parent, 
Amy Miller, Amanda Neese, Par-
liamentary Procedure, 1st Place; 
Michael Williams, Personal Fi-
nance, 3rd Place; Amanda Favret, 
Public Speaking II, 2nd Place; 
Mark Campbell, Spreadsheet Ap-
plications, 1st Place; Tocarro 
Robinson, Word Processing II, 1st 
Place.
     Courtney Garrett was reelected 
regional president, appointing Mary 
Nunnally to serve as corresponding 
secretary. Garrett will also serve as 
a state vice president representing 
the Longwood Region. Ms. Mary 
Beth P. Blessing will again serve as 
regional adviser.

        At District Festival, the high 
school Concert Ensemble received 
an overall 2 (Excellent rating), 
based on a 1 - 5 system. 1 being 
the best. 
      The band received a 1 (Supe-
rior) in the sight reading portion, 
and  an overall 2 (Excellent) on the 
concert portion from a combined 
scoring from 3 judges. The band 
performed second hardest music 
possible (grade 5). Music grade 
levels go from grade 1 - 6. 6 being 
the hardest and 1 being the easiest.
      Band members included Flutes 
Amanda Neese and Brandy Ho-
gan, 
Oboe Jordan Bynum, Clarinet Ash-
ley Wagoner and Mary Nunnally, 
Alto Sax Erin Cole, Trumpet Jessie 
Bass and Kyle Hart, Euphonium 
Dylan Abrams, Tuba Adam Hunter 
and Percussion Carter Chassey.

     The middle school advanced 
band received all superiors at the 
district festival, leading to an over-
all Superior rating. Band members 
include 8th grade band students 
Chelsea Robertson, Estephanie Lu-
peron, Ayla Jones, Christin Trom-
bley, Olivia Cronk, Aseelah Da-
vis, Cameron Seymour-Hawkins, 
Joseph Kocevar, Isaac Keohane, 
Samantha Franklin,William Bush, 
Dontay Bolden, and Cassie Badger; 
7th graders Izaak Janowski, Anton 
Shchelchkov, Elizabeth Reed, Mat-
thew Hart, Richard Hurak, Sarah 
Kinzer, Devin Dyer, Brittany Ait-
ken, Hunter Schuchman, Charles 
Southall, Conner Watson, Tchad 
Cousins, Ashlee Todt, Kyle Burns, 
Jaylen Marshall, Michael Walk-
er, James Hogan, Craig Brooks, 
Elias Jones, and 6th grader Triston 
Smith.

were Brandon Thomas, first place, 
Tiquan Easter, second place, and 
Dontay Bolden, third place.

Don’t forget!
Friday, May 22, Tuesday, May 26, and 
Wednesday, May 27, will be school days 
for students. 



PE Focus is published four times 
a year from the superintendent’s 
office of the Prince Edward Coun-
ty Public Schools. Its purpose is 
to keep faculty, staff members and 
parents informed of district-wide 
initiatives. 

Superintendent
Dr. Patricia Watkins

Editor
Dr. Kathryn Orth
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      The Prince Edward County 
High School robotics team partici-
pated in The FIRST Robotic Com-
petition sponsored by NASA/VCU 
Mar.19-21, at the Siegel Center on 
the campus of Virginia Common-
wealth University. The team placed 
18th competing against 60 teams 
from all over the United States, as 
well as Canada and Brazil. This 
was the 4th year the team has made 
it to the top 20. The team was third 
runner up after teams shifted prior 
to the semi-finals.

  The members of the PECHS 
Phoenix 2.0 Robotics Team - David 
Christian, Michael Daniels, Mau-
rice Davis-Taylor, Amber Goode, 
Major Owens and Eric Weyel - 
built a robot with a kit of parts used 
to build the core systems, without 
an instructional manual.  
     Teams of students have six weeks 
to conceptualize, design, build, 
program, modify and test a robot 
to participate in a competition that 
changes each year. Students work 
with hundreds of components, 
including engineering mainstays 
such as programmable radio con-
trollers, motors, electrical circuitry 
and mechanical parts.    The team is 
coached by Beverly Newman and 
Brittany Brochard.  

Phoenix 2.0 Robot 
rises from the ashes, again  

The PECHS Robotics TEam at FIRST Robotic Competition in Richmond. 
Visit the Robotics team website:
http://www.pecps.k12.va.us/PECHS/Clubs_and_groups/Robotics.htm

Conversation 
with the Superintendent

      The PECHS Forensics Team 
brought home its third Southside 
District Championship trophy in a 
row on Feb. 10, scoring 41 points, 
to second-place Park View’s 24. 
Prince Edward captured four first-
place medals, six seconds, and 
three thirds. At regional competi-
tion Feb.28, six students qualified 
to go on to state-level competition:  
Chelsea Morris, first place, poetry; 
Khiry Palmer, first place, serious 
dramatic interpretation; Courtney 
Garrett, first place, original orato-
ry; Rebecca Zeledon, second place, 
domestic extemporaneous speak-
ing; Zach Toone, second place, 
humorous dramatic interpretation; 
and Liz Chassey, third place, sto-
rytelling.

PECHS Forensics 
team three-peats 
as district champs; 
six headed to states

Dr. Patricia Watkins, Division Superintendent,
Prince Edward County Public Schools

will host a community event
on Tuesday, March 31, 2009, at 6:30 p.m.

at First Rock Baptist Church, Prospect, VA.

All parents, staff and interested community members 
are invited to attend.

Light refreshments will be served at 6:15 p.m.

PECES receives $5000 
Lowe’s Community Education Grant
Pete Kapuscinke, Commercial Sales Specialist, and Rick Hixon, Sales Man-
ager presented  the $5000.00 check to members of the PECES grant writing 
team on Friday, February 13, 2009. The grant funding is to design an outdoor 
classroom in the court yard of the school. Standing - Mr. Kapuscinke, Mr. 
Hixon, Rodney Kane, Assistant Principal, Alicia Edwards, Kathleen Biggers; 
Seated- Patricia Bobenrieth, Barbara S. Brown, Principal, Angela Rainey and 
Deborah Stracke.

HERE’S MY PLAN . . . At Parent Conference Night Feb. 19, freshman Daquan 
Johnson discusses his educational plans and goals with his mother as Assistant 
Principal Erenest Miller looks on. The Student-Led Conferences are part of 
the high school’s Freshman Advisory Program.


